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Text Clans

Learning Objectives
• To identify and describe what text clans are;
• To identify the risks involved in joining text clans, and
• To develop awareness on how to stay safe when joining text clans. 

Time Frame
One (1) hour

Materials
• Paper
• Pen
• Case scenarios

Activity Description
Activity A: Group Yourselves
You may use this activity as a warm – up exercise. Ask the students to group them-
selves according to the number you give them. 

Activity B: I Belong
The activity focuses on how students identify themselves in groups or barkadas.
1. Ask the students to group themselves.
2. Observe how the students group themselves according to different criteria. 

Activity C: Case Scenarios
1. Divide the class into several groups.
2. Provide open ended stories/cases involving text clans (Please refer to Annex).
3. Ask the groups to supply the missing story endings and present their outputs in 

class through a role play. 

Activity Guide Questions
Activity B: “I Belong”:

• What attributes are common to all members of the group? 
• Do you want to recruit more members in your group?
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• Why did you choose to be part of that particular group?
• What benefits can you get from being part of that group?
• Is your group similar to a text clan? Why or why not?

Activity C: Case Scenarios
• What made you decide to give that ending to the story?
• What are the risks in joining text clans?
• If you were in the same situation, what will you do?
• How can you prevent such incidents from happening?

Learning Points
• Text Clans are organized by a person or a group of persons for the purpose of 

forming a “text group”. They recruit members depending on the criteria of their 
text clan. Some clans accept group members based on their interests, while some 
are based on location, but majority are based on age bracket. All text clans are also 
based on network coverage.

• Based on Stairway Foundation’s 2012 survey, 22% of the total number of 
respondents said they were members of a text clan, 30% said that their text 
clans had adult members, 24% attended text clan eyeballs (EBs) and 7% said 
that their text clan EBs usually include drinking sprees.

• Do not engage in EBs or meeting with strangers. If you decide to do so, ask a trusted 
adult to accompany you.

Additional Notes to the Teacher
• Provide the students with cases involving text clans engaged in eyeballs, sexting, 

child sexual abuse, etc. (please refer to Annex).
• Be mindful of the students’ reactions on the different endings they give to the 

stories. You should be able to explain the stories carefully and provide closure in 
every case.
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Annex
Cases involving text clans
1. Joy and Alice have been very good friends since elementary school. Even if the 

girls are very good friends, they have different personalities. Joy is outgoing and 
enjoys being with a lot of friends while Alice is a homebody. Joy and Alice seldom 
see each other because Joy got involved with a group known as ‘OTG’. Joy has 
become so busy with her friends and misses some of her classes because of them. 
Joy and her friends from OTG contact each other through text and meet at night 
to have drinking sessions. One day, Joy invited Alice to one of their meetings 
and tried to recruit her to the group. Joy convinced Alice by telling her ‘What are 
friends for if you’ll not go with me?’ What do you think will happen next?

2. Mr. and Mrs. De Lara are both working parents. They have a son named Gelo who 
is in Grade 9. Gelo is an average student with attention problems. He always seeks 
attention and often causes trouble in school. He confides to the guidance counselor 
that his parents neglect him because they are so pre-occupied with their jobs. One 
day, Gelo got into trouble with a Grade 10 student because he courted a girl who 
was already the girlfriend of the 10th grader. The 10th Grader confronted Gelo but 
Gelo fought back. Angry, the 10th Grader reported the incident to his clan. What 
do you think will happen?

3. Rene, a 23-year old pedicab driver, is the leader of a text clan who, with malicious 
intent, recruits female high school students as members. Rene has secretly 
molested a number of the female members of the clan as part of the initiation 
rites. The female members did not complain for fear of being kicked – out of the 
clan. Rene became interested in a beautiful Grade 10 student named Abby who 
happens to be a friend of one of the members of the clan. He requested the clan 
member to recruit Abby to the group. What do you think will happen to Abby?
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4. It is a common practice in text clans that members pass group messages to one 
another. There are also cases where male members become textmates with the 
female members and engage in eyeball meet – ups. Some members would not 
reveal their true identity during the texting period and their true identities will 
only be found out during the meet – up. Jasmine, a member of a clan, has a text-
mate named Brian who happens to be 45-year-old drug addict pretending to be 
an 18-year-old college student. Jasmine and Brian have been textmates for almost 
two months and Brian already expressed his feelings for Jasmine. Brian requested 
to see Jasmine in person and Jasmine agreed. Jasmine and Brian agreed to meet 
one afternoon at Luneta Park. What do you think will happen next?
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Disclosures

Responding to disclosures of online abuse/concerns
There will be instances when you will encounter disclosures from your students arising 
from the discussion of the topics here. It is very important that you handle these 
disclosures very seriously and professionally. Your students will disclose to you for a 
reason – because you are a trusted adult – and you should safeguard the trust given to 
you by your students! 

If any of your students begin disclosing during your CyberSafe session, make sure that 
you do protective interrupting. Protective interrupting means preventing the child 
from disclosing in front of other children, but at the same time, making sure that you 
give him/her the assurance that you will talk to him/her after your session. You can do 
this by gently redirecting the disclosure by saying things like “maybe we can talk about 
this after class”. 

If any of your students discloses after your session, make sure to follow these 
basic guidelines:

• Listen
• Believe the child
• Stay calm
• Let the child know he/she is not alone 
• Let the child know what is going to happen (that in order to help him/her, you 

have to tell this to the school child protection committee)
• Report immediately to the school child protection committee

As a teacher, you are legally mandated to report to your school child protection 
committee, which handles all child protection concerns under DepEd order no. 40, 
series of 2012 (the DepEd child protection policy) and the anti-bullying law. 

As guidance for the school child protection committee, the following are the different 
reporting channels for cybercrime concerns:
Philippine National Police (PNP) Anti CyberCrime website: http://pnpacg.ph/main/
The Inter-Agency Council Against Child Pornography: www.iacacp.gov.ph 
Stairway Foundation, Inc.: email us at report@stairwayfoundation.org 



CALL OR TEXT:

Philippine National Police (PNP) Patrol 117

Philippine National Police - Anti Cybercrime Group (PNP-ACG) - Project Angelnet: 
Tel. No. (02) 723-0401, local 5354 Fax. No. (02) 414-1560

National Bureau of Investigation (NBI): (02) 523-8231 to 38 local 3454 to 3455

Department of Justice - Office of Cybercrime (DOJ-OCC): Tel. No. (02) 526-2747

Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD): 
Text DSWD <space> URL Adress and send to 2327
Text blockchildporn <space> URL Adress and send to 0918-9122813


